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TO  THE 


EATON  BRAY 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1919.  As 
you  are  aware,  copies  of  it  have  to  be  sent  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

BIRTHS. 

81  births  were  registered  during  the  year — 77  legitimate  and 
4 illegitimate,  the  birth  rate  being  21*3  per  1000.  The  birth  rate 
for  England  and  Walesjiuring  1919  was  18*5  per  1000. 

DEATHS. 

55  deaths  were  registered  in  the  District  during  the  year, 
one  being  a non-resident,  and  in  addition  to  these,  7 residents 
died  elsewhere.  The  death  rate  for  the  year  is  16*7  per  1000, 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  13*8  per  1000  during  this 
period.  6 deaths  were  children  under  one  year,  the  infant 
mortality  (or  rate  per  1000  births)  being  75. 

Infectious  disease  was  responsible  for  the  deaths  of  2 
suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Phthisis),  and  1 from 
other  tubercular  disease. 

Five  persons  died  from  Cancer,  1 from  Diphtheria,  and  1 
from  Influenza. 

. DIPHTHERIA. 

On  January  3rd,  a child,  aged  8,  was  notified  from  Reach 
Green,  Heath.  The  case  was  sent  to  the  Dunstable  Hospital, 
making  a good  recovery.  On  January  21st,  a child,  aged  5,  was 
notified  from  the  other  end  of  the  village.  This  was  also  sent  to 
the  Hospital  and  treated. 


2 


On  July  5th,  a child,  aged  6,  was  reported  from  the  Woburn 
Road,  Heath.  The  case  was  taken  to  the  hospital.  On  Sept.  6th, 
a child,  aged  4,  was  notified.  It  was  a very  severe  case,  and  it 
was  not  removed  to  the  hospital.  It  died  in  2 days.  On  the 
11th,  a child  was  notified  from  Bryant’s  Row,  aged  5.  It  was 
removed  to  the  hospital,  and  on  September  14th,  a child,  aged  4, 
was  notified  from  the  Woburn  Road.  It  was  a very  mild  case 
and  was  treated  at  home. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I visited  all  the  cases,  en- 
deavouring to  trace  the  cause.  In  our  investigations  we  inspected 
all  the  milk  sellers’  premises.  It  should  be  stated  that  the 
houses  in  which  the  cases  occurred  obtained  their  milk  from 
various  sources.  We  also  inspected  the  Schools  and  the  sanitary 
conveniences.  The  throats  of  all  the  scholars  in  the  Infants’ 
School  were  inspected. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  a Mill  in  Eaton  Bray, 
on  Sept.  6th.  She  was  a woman,  aged  ?9.  Her  parents  would 
not  allow  her  to  be  removed  to  hospital,  as  their  was  room  for 
isolation  at  home.  It  was  pointed  out  to  them  that  the  Sanitary 
Authority  would  not  allow  them  to  sell  milk,  which  they  had 
been  accustomed  to  do,  from  cow.  With  this  they  were  willing 
to  agree.  The  case  was  accordingly  isolated  and  treated  at 
home. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  was  one  case  notified  from  Bryant’s  Row,  Heath,  on 
Jan.  5th — a child,  aged  8.  It  was  removed  to  hospital.  There 
had  been  a case  in  the  previous  December  at  Heath. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 

The  District  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  fact  that  there 
has  not  been  a case  of  Enteric  Fever  during  the  year.  This 
speaks  well  of  the  sanitary  conditions  of  a scattered  rural  district 
such  as  the  Eaton  Bray  Rural  District. 
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PHTHISIS  OR  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

In  January,  a case  of  Phthisis  was  notified  in  a woman,  aged 
33,  at  Bird’s  Hill.  She  had  been  in  a delicate  state  of  health 
for  many  years,  and  had  recently  been  working  on  a farm  in 
Hampshire.  When  she  returned  she  became  ill  and  was  sent  to 
King  Edward  VI I. ’s  Sanatorium. 

In  February,  a case  was  notified  from  Eaton  Bray.  The 
case  was  acute  from  the  beginning  and  had  to  be  treated  at 
home,  eventually  succumbing  to  the  disease. 

In  September,  a woman,  aged  40,  was  notified  from 
Heath-and- Reach.  She  said  that  she  did  not  wish  to  go  away 
when  she  was  advised  to  go  to  a sanatorium,  as  she  said  she  was 
quite  able  to  do  her  housework,  and  felt  very  well  in  herself. 

In  November,  a case  was  notified  from  Eaton  Bray,  that 
some  years  ago  had  been  in  a sanatorium.  She  was  able  to  have 
a separate  bedroom,  and  did  not  wish  to  have  sanatorium  treat- 
ment. 

On  November  23rd,  a boy,  aged  9,  was  notified  from  Chal- 
grave.  He  had  been  delicate  from  birth.  The  parents  refused 
to  let  him  go  to  a sanatorium. 


ERYSIPELAS. 

A severe  case  of  Erysipelas  in  a man,  aged  46,  occurred  at 
Stanbridge.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  visited  him,  and  gave  him 
a supply  of  disinfectants. 

There  were  a number  of  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  in  the  district, 
and  there  was  an  epidemic  of  it  in  December  at  Eaton  Bray. 
Two  cases  of  Malaria  were  notified  during  the  year — one  from 
Woburn  Road,  Heath,  the  other  from  Chalgrave. 

There  were  scattered  cases  of  Influenza  during  the  year, 
mostly  of  a mild  character,  and  not  comparable  to  the  previous 
epidemic. 
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WATER-SUPPLY  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  water-supply  is  from  wells.  Most  of  the  village  of 
Heath-and-Reach  is  supplied  from  a deep  well  on  the  green 
sand,  with  a pump  on  the  village  green.  Throughout  the  Dis- 
trict there  are  numerous  wells  for  individual  cottages  and  groups 
of  cottages.  Eaton  Bray  and  Stanbridge  have  sewerage  systems 
which  have  been  in  operation  many  years. 

Throughout  the  rest  of  the  District  the  majority  of  the 
cottages  have  privies  with  pails,  the  contents  of  which  are  dug 
into  the  gardens. 


HOUSING. 


1033  houses  were  visited.  Of  these  861  were  of  the  working 
class  type. 

It  was  found  that  there  were  7 houses  that  could  not  be 
made  fit  for  habitation. 

8 closing  orders  were  made  as  the  result  of  the  survey. 
Taken  on  the  whole  the  houses  were  found  to  be  in  a fairly  good 
condition,  with  the  exception  of  one  village. 

It  is  proposed  to  build  24  houses  at  Heath,  4 at  Billington, 
12  at  Egginton,  8 at  Hockliffe,  8 at  Tilsworth,  30  at  Eaton  Bray, 
and  8 at  Stanbridge. 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Act  ... 

Number  of  such  dwelling  houses  which  were  considered  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  representations  were 
made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of 
closing  orders 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 
made  by  the  Local  Authority 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  with- 
out the  making  of  closing  orders 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  which  after  the  making  of  closing  orders, 
were  made  fit  for  human  habitation 


1033 

8 

8 

8 

42 

0 
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General  Character  of  the  Defects  found  : — 

(a)  Drainage  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(b)  Closet  accommodation  (insufficient  and  defective)  ...  o 

(c)  Water  Supply  exposed  to  surface  pollution  ...  ...  1 

(d)  Insufficient  circulation  of  air  ...  ...  ...  0 

(e)  Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(f ) Insufficient  light  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(g)  Dirty  by  landlord’s  default  ...  ...  ...  0 

(h)  Dirty  by  tenant’s  default  ...  ...  ...  0 

(i)  Dirty  by  default  of  landlord  and  tenant  ...  ...  1 

(j)  Insufficient  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(k)  Deficient  method  of  refuse  disposal  ...  ...  0 

(l)  Internal  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(m)  Defective  roofs,  or  gutters  and  down  pipes  ...  ...  7 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakehouses. 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  Defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops. 

Number  of  Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  register  ...  18 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  register  ...  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  Inspections  ..  ...  ...  ...  35 

Number  of  Defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Various. 

Removals  of  animals  improperly  kept  ...  ...  ...  0 

Visits  to  infected  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 


Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PERCY  STEDMAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during*  1919  and  previous  Years. 


YEAR. 

1 

Population 

estimated 
to  middle 

of  eaeh 

Tear. 

2 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in  the 
District. 

Transferable 
Deaths.}:  j 

j Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  thk  District. 

*ett. 

Un- 
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Number. 
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Under  lycar  of  age 

At  all  Ages 

Number. 

* 

6 

Rate. 

7 

Number 

# 

10 

Rate  per 
1000 
Nett 
Births. 

11 

Number 

+ 

4 

Rate. 

5 

Number 

# 

12 

Ka 

15 

1914 

3860 

62 

63 

16‘4 

49 

127 

1 

12 

5 

79 

60 

16  ; 

1915 

3731 

69 

69 

185 

48 

12-8 

1 

12 

5 

72 

59 

161 

1916 

3660 

69 

69 

178 

48 

13  5 

1 

14 

5 

72 

61 

17] 

1917 

3489 

51 

51 

131 

47 

13  4 

1 

11 

4 

78 

57 

165 

1918 

3850 

5i 

54 

140 

51 

14-8 

1 

12 

2 

37 

62 

18( 

1919 

3660 

80 

81 

21*3 

54 

14-8 

1 

7 

6 

75 

61 

16i 

Notes. — This  Table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  in  the  district,  and  the 
births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it  with  the  corresponding  rates.  For  years  before  1912 
some  of  the  corrected  rates  probably  will  not  be  available.  The  rates  should  be  calculated  per  1000 
of  the  estimated  gross  population.  In  a district  in  which  large  Public  Institutions  for  the  sick  or 
infirm  seriously  affect  the  statistics,  the  rates  in  Columns  5 and  13  may  be  calculated  on  a nett 
population,  obtained  by  deducting  from  the  estimated  gross  population  the  average  number  of 
inmates  not  belonging  to  the  district  in  such  institutions. 


Total  population  at  all  ages 

Area  of  District  in  acres  ( Q Ar  _ 

(land  and  inland  water)  { 

v ' ) Total  families  or  separate  oooupiers 


7 


Oases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1919. 


At  *n 

stares.  Under  1. 

Small-pox 

Cholera  (C)  Plague  (P)  ... 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  croup)  7 
Erysipelas  1 

Scarlet  fever  1 

Typhus  fever 
Enteric  ferer 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  feyer 
Puerperal  fever 

Cerebro-spinal 

Meningitis 

Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  5 
Measles 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis 

Totals  14 


1 to  ».  5 to  15.  15  o 25.  25  to  45.  45  to  65. 


I 


2 


3 5 J 2 1 


Total  cases 
65  and  raniorad  to 
upwards.  Hospital. 


3 

1 


Isolation  Hospital  at  Dunstable,  provided  by  the  Dunstable  Town  and  the  Luton  and  Eaton  Bray 

Rural  Couneils. 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  usually  sent  to  Great  Baddow  Sanitorium,  Chelmsford. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ag*es  at,  Death  during*  Year  1919. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents  ” 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages 

Under 

1 year 

1 and 

under  2 

2 and 

under  5 

5 and 

under  15 

15  and 

under  25 

25  and 

under  46 

45  and 

under  65 

_ . CO 

3 S 

<o  ^ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

C Certified 

All  causes  < 

C Uncertified  ... 

61 

5 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3 

15 

31 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (pulmonary 

tuberculosis) 

2 

1 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 
Other  tuberculous  diseases 

1 

1 

Cancer  (malignant  disease) 

5 

3 

2 

Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

7 

4 

3 

Bronchitis 

6 

2 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Other  diseases  of  respira- 

2 

1 

1 

tor3r  organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . . 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Disease 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Puerperal  fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 

of  Pregnancy  and  Par- 

turition 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth 

5 

5 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide 

Suicide 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

20 

1 

1 

18 

known 

1 

1 

61 

5 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

16 

81 

Total  Deaths 
whether  of 
“Residents" 
or  “ Non- 
Residents  " 
in  Institu- 
tions ia 
the  District. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1919.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages 
under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under 

1 Week. 

| 1-2  Weeks. 

1 2-3  Weeks. 

1 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

4 We_eks. 

4 Weeks  and 

under  3 Mths 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 Year. 

C Certified 

Clu*M-  ( Uncertified  ... 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

6 

f Small-pox 
j Chicken-pox  • 

J Meailes 
j Scarlet  Pever 

Whooping  Cough 
[ Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

( Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 
< Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 
( Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis,  not  Tuberculous 
Conyulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

( Diarrhoea 
^ Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Inj  ur j at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

/ Congenital  Malformations 

1 Premature  Birth 
j Atrophy,  Debility  and 
v Marasmus 

Other  Causes 

2 

2 

1 

1 

P 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 


Legitimate,  77. 
Illegitimate,  4. 

' Legitimate  Infants,  6. 
.Illegitimate  Infants,  0. 
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